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Teaching Fellow’s Lifelong Relationship
With the Peace Corps Began at 17

Jim Burkett (l) shows his
students how to extract DNA
from slices of a banana.

By Gina Wynn ���������	
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“Burkett” continued on next page

Fellow Aids Pittsburgh Youth and Homeless
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By Brian Goercke
Fellow, Duquesne
University
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“Goercke” continued on next page

Brian Goercke (top row,
center) poses with his
students at Matsine Second-
ary School in Zimbabwe.
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Peace Corps
Fellows/USA
Fellows newsletter is mailed to
Peace Corps Fellows and
alumni, Fellows/USA program
coordinators, community
partners, and domestic and
overseas Peace Corps staff.

Michele Titi, Ph.D.
Director
800.424.8580, Ext. 1442
mtiti@peacecorps.gov

Cary Ballou, Ph.D.
Associate Director
800.424.8580, Ext. 1432
cballou@peacecorps.gov

Gina Wynn

Marketing Specialist
Newsletter Editor
800.424.8580, Ext. 1434
gwynn@peacecorps.gov

Manuel Sanchez

Student Assistant
800.424.8580, Ext. 1435
msanchez@peacecorps.gov

Fellows welcomes story ideas.
Call or write Peace Corps
Fellows/USA at:

1111 20th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20526
800.424.8580, ext. 1440
Fax: 202.692.1422
E-mail: fellows@peacecorps.gov
www.peacecorps.gov/fellows

Fellows is a publication of the
Peace Corps. Views expressed
in Fellows are those of the
individual writers and do not
necessarily represent the official
views of the Peace Corps. Use
of funds for printing this
publication has been approved
by the U.S. government’s Office
of Management and Budget.
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“Goercke” continued from first page
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Fellow Scott Blunk (l) intro-
duced Rosy Goodrich and
guide-dog, Feather, to
Director of the Peace Corps’
Office of Domestic Programs
Allene Zanger (r), when
Zanger visited Blunk’s office at
the Badger Association of the
Blind and Visually Impaired in
Milwaukee.

By Scott Blunk
Fellow, Marquette
University
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Persistent Postal Service Changes a Life
Former Engineer Discovers Niche in Nonprofits
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D.C. Students Learn in Two Languages

By Sarah Crites
Fellow, George Mason
University
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George Mason University
Fellows from left to right:
Joanna Newton, Sean
Stevenson, Amy McCue,
Wendy Lechner, Joanne
Gossens, Sarah Crites, and Jeff
Nesmith. Not pictured: Janeen
Carrigan, Amy Franklin, and
Michelle McNally.
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Adapted from the Johns
Hopkins University School of
Nursing newsletter

School of Nursing Hosts Cultural Diversity Week

Johns Hopkins University
Fellow (l) Katie Church shares
a diversity brochure with
School of Nursing faculty
member Julie Hindmarsh.

Johns Hopkins University
Fellow Maia Holden (r)
discusses diversity with an
unidentified program attendee.

“Crites” continued on next page
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By Jeffrey Gaura

Fellows/USA Alumnus,
Teachers College,
Columbia University
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Fellow Alumni: Where Are They Now?
Alumnus Applies Teaching Skills to Business

P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

Teachers College, Columbia
University Alumnus

Jeffrey Gaura and family
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Fellows/USA Visits Program Sites
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Alumna Inspires With Peace Corps Stories
By Laura A. Masko
Fellows/USA Alumna, San
Francisco State University

Peace Corps
Helps RPCVs
Work Abroad
The Peace Corps’ Short Term
Assistance Unit (STAU)
provides trainers for pre-
service trainings when
requested by a Peace Corps
overseas post. To identify
trainers, the STAU maintains
a database of potential short-
term contractors and actively
recruits new candidates. In
addition to sending contrac-
tors overseas, the STAU
assists offices in need of
qualified short-term contrac-
tors for other positions that
involve organizing work-
shops and in-service
trainings and conducting
program evaluations.
Qualified candidates have to
have extensive adult training
experience in overseas
locations.

Contractors are compen-
sated at a daily rate based
on the their relevant salary
history and work experience
in conjunction with the
established compensation
range for the position.
Additionally, insurance,
immunizations, travel costs,
and a small per diem are
usually provided.

For more information on
how to apply and a list of
current positions, refer to
www.peacecorps.gov/
employment/overseas/
contract/index.cfm.
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F E L L O W S / U S A  N E W S
Survey Says Fellows Chose Universities
for Courses, Financial Aid, and Location
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AmeriCorps
Deadlines
For coordinators interested
in applying for AmeriCorps
funding, Education Award
eGrant submission deadlines
are May 8 and November
5. The National award
eGrant submission deadline
is April 15. Visit
www.americorps.org for
complete information,
application forms, instruc-
tions, and submission
requirements.

A complete report of the
survey results will be
distributed to program
coordinators.

*Please note that Fellows/
USA is lacking valid addresses
for 328 of its alumni. If you
know any Fellows/USA
alumni who have moved
since they were enrolled in
the program, please have
them contact the Fellows/
USA office with their correct
addresses. 



Peace Corps Fellows/USA
Paul D. Coverdell
 Peace Corps Headquarters
1111 20th Street NW, 2nd Floor
Washington, DC 20526
www.peacecorps.gov/fellows

Official Business
Penalty for Private Use
Address Correction Requested
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Author, Educator Visits Fellow’s Class
Adapted from www.tc.columbia.edu/newsbureau/ and the Peace Corps Fellows Times by
Teachers College, Columbia University.


